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Ecotourism

Considered one of the most bio-diverse regions in the world,
Costa Rica is divided in 20 natural parks, 8 biological
reserves, and a series of protected areas that captivate
ecotourism lovers. The variety of activities includes horseback
riding, hiking mountainous paths in the cloud forests, and
guided bird-watching tours.

" Fungthings to?

Tortuguero National Park is especially famous for sea turtle
nesting that takes place every year, and the natural canals that
abound with protected species such as crocodiles, manatees,
and otter.

Beaches

Costa Rica occupies a privileged spot in the heart of Central
America. While its territory of 19,652 square miles touches
both the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the country is surprisingly
accessible - one can travel from coast to coast in just three
hours by car (or 45 minutes by plane).

The Caribbean region of Costa Rica stands out for its variety of
aquatic ecosystems and its beautiful white and black sand
beaches, providing an ideal setting for activities such as sport
fishing, snorkeling, and sun bathing. The Pacific coast concen-
trates big tourist centers and its beaches are very popular for
surfing, for example Esterillos, Jaco, Hermosa, Boca Barranca.
In the Golfito region, near the Marino Ballena National Park,
surfing fans can find the famous "long lefthander wave."

Culture

Costa Rican culture is in many ways a reflection of its racial
diversity. The predominant influence has long been European,
which is reflected in everything from the official language -
Spanish - to the architecture of the country's churches and
other historic buildings. The indigenous influence is less visible,
but can be found in everything from the tortillas that make part

of a typical Costa Rican meal, to the handmade ceramics sold
at roadside stands. An important aspect of Costa Rica's
cultural legacy is their love for peace and democracy. The
Ticos like to stand out that their nation is the exception in Latin
America, where military dictatorships have long dominated
politics. They take pride in having more than one hundred
years of democratic tradition, and almost half a century
without an army. The army was abolished in 1948, and the
money the country saves by not expending in military issues is
invested in improving the Costa Ricans' standard of living,
which has fostered a culture of social peace that makes it such
a pleasant place to visit.

For more information, access the Ministry of Culture, Youth and
Sport's  Events  Calendar  web  page  at
http://www.mcjd.go.cr/boletines/index.html

Adventure

One of Costa Rica's main attractions is the Arenal Volcano.
This active volcano will delight lucky visitors with a fire show,
with rock and lava eruption. At the volcano's foot, visitors can
find one of Costa Rica's best windsurf spots, because winds on
the lake can reach 45 miles per hour.

In addition, those looking for a litfle adrenaline rush can go
bungee jumping from the bridge over the Colorado River
(located just one half hour from San Jose) or riding in a hot-air
balloon.

Costa Rica is a land of volcanoes, rain forests, waterfalls, and
rivers. Adventure travelers can choose from a variety of activi-
ties such as rafting, snorkeling, kayaking, sport fishing, surfing,
and lots more. The most challenging activity will be choosing
what to dol!

Information taken from: www. costarica.com



