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Democracy, Progress, Peace and
Serenity,  the four cornerstones  of the
"New Nicaragua"  and the goals of  the
people of Nicaragua on a national scale,
a traditionally gentile and hospitable
people.  The quantity and exuberance of
attractions and tourist resources that
shape the Nicaraguan geography, as well
as the existence of basic conditions in
infrastructure and services under a
continuous expansion process, have
allowed putting into practice a strategic
plan to motivate capital investments in
the short, medium and long term
planning for the development of the
unlimited potential that this great nation
offers.  Nicaragua is truly a water
paradise with its many lakes, oceans and
rivers which beckon one to enjoy life.

In fact, Lake Nicaragua is the 10th
largest fresh-water lake in the world
covering a surface area of over 8,000
square kilometers and Lake Managua
covers over 1,000 square km.  As the
largest country in Central America with
a land area of 54,054 square miles,
Nicaragua offers the visitor and  resident
a wide variety of attractions to enjoy,
but more than that, it is also the new
“Land of Opportunity”.  There is so
much potential in this country that it can
be found everywhere you look.
Whether you want to invest in
beachfront, agricultural or development
land, tourism businesses or simply find
your own piece of paradise to live on,
you can find it here and you can find it
at prices that will amaze you.  Add to
this the low cost of food and hired help

(a full time maid for $100/month) plus
the great incentives offered by the
Nicaraguan government such as the
Investment Acts Decree No. 628 which
authorizes entry into the country for
foreigners under the category of
“Resident Pensioners” or “Individuals
Living On Investments” and which
grants residency to persons over 45
years who can  prove a stable and
permanent monthly income, generated
abroad, of no less than Four Hundred
Dollars, in U.S. currency, or its
equivalent in any other foreign
currency.  Persons under this law also
get a one time customs exemption, and
exemption from other current or future
import taxes, of Ten Thousand Dollars
for importing their household goods.
Furthermore, they shall have an
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exemption from income taxes levied on
income declared as earned abroad.
Beneficiaries of this law may also import
an automobile for personal or general
use, free from import taxes, customs
duty, sales taxes and financial stability
taxes.  Plus after 5 years the vehicle can
be sold, assigned or transferred to
another person and the beneficiary is
automatically given the right to import
another vehicle, and so forth,
successively, every five years. In fact,
Nicaragua offers the best Incentives
laws in all of Latin America and if you
add to that the excellent real estate
prices and the opportunities to develop
new businesses, anyone with even a
small entrepreneurial spirit should
seriously consider the move.  Keep in
mind, however, that like any Latin
country, one must be tolerant of the
local customs, and in particular, be
armed with patience when it comes to
dealing with the bureaucracy and
simply not expect that it will be like the
good old USA, but if you are only happy
when things are exactly like back home
then think twice about moving,
otherwise welcome to the new “Land of
Opportunity”.  Today the phrase is “Go
south young man!!!”

So now that you decided to make the
move to Nicaragua, where will you go?
Nicaragua offers a variety of choices and
it really depends on what type of
weather and social environment you
prefer.  Just make sure that you really
know what will make you happy and
keep you that way.   If you are a sworn
urbanite then one the main three cities
(Managua, Leon or Granada) will
probably be your best bet.  If you like a
more rural environment and you also
prefer cooler weather then the cities of
Matagalpa, Jinotepe or Jinotega would
be your cup of tea.  Somewhere in
between  is  Esteli and Ocotal.  Like it
warm and with an ocean-view, then
from San Juan del Sur on north you can
find beautiful, pristine beaches where
you can still buy a lot and build a nice
home and stay under $100,000.

Managua is the country’s largest city
and extends across the souhern shore of
Lake Managua.  It is laso the commercial
center of Nicaragua as well as its capital
city.  over 1 million people call it home
and it offers first class hotels,
entertainment, restaurants, museums,
universities, theaters, malls, sports,
hospitals and all the services and
amenities of a big city. Leon is
Nicaragua’s second largest city and is
located on the shores of Lake Managua.
One of the oldest cities in the Americas,

it was founded 1524.  Until 1857 it was
the capital of Nicaragua and although
no longer the capital it still remains a
center of intellectual, liberal thought.  If
you like colonial period architecture,
then you will enjoy this city which also
offers the services and amenities of a big
city plus the added attractions of what is
known as the folklore capital of
Nicaragua.  another plus is the proximity
to gorgeous and uncrowded beaches.

Another favorite city is Granada,
founded in 1524 and the third largest
city, located on the shores of Lake
Managua.  This is an easy-going,
picturesque city that is easy to fall in
love with, full of colonial charm, warm
and friendly and quickly being
discovered by tourists.  It has the feeling
of a small town from another century.
The architecture is Spanish-style
colonial with interior coutyards.  All
needed services can be found here and
many expatriates are calling it home.

The Law on Incentives for the Tourist
Industry of the Republic of Nicaragua,
whose main objective is to grant
incentives and benefits for those
dedicated to and investing in tourism
activities offers opportunities for those
who want to start a business in this field.
Investments as low as $50,000 can
qualify for all the benefits of this law.


