mis cmtd amt amaraetas i | (10 PACl | C Central (hast

Puntarenas inthe north to the Quepos- Minuel , i
Atoio aea in the soth and incl udes By Fernan Grazo - Edltor
expansi ve, sem-deserted beaches such as

Aaya Hrnesa and Esterillos, vell known to

surfers aoud the gooe, as wdl as Jaco

Beach, (xsta Rca's nost popul ar beach resort

wth bath locds ad tourists for over 20 years

and Herradura beach vhich is hone to the

World Gass Mrridt - Los Suefios Resort and

residentia devel gonent wth its outstanding

narina and gol f course. A thenarthernedis

the tom of Puntarenas wth its new Sea

Aquariumand a popul ar stop for nany cruise

ships ad a the southern ed is the sport

fishing tom of Qepos and its adjoining

neighbor, the extrenely popular Mnuel

Atonio Ntional Pak  Ths aea o the

country is arretly experiencing a huldng

and tourismboom especialy in and around

Jaco beach, due toits praxinity to the caatd

city of Sn Jose, vhich is less than 2 hours

anay via sone very scenc roads. This aeawll redly take off inthe near future (25 years) wen the long avai ted “San Jose
- Gudad @Won - Qatina - Gldera Hgway' is conpleted wiich wil cut the driving tine in haf. The five ngjor bridges on
this highvay are now conpleted and the $150+ nillion highway construction prgect is schedded to begn construction in
May- June of 2004. The Grara Bo ogica Reser ve and Minuel Antonio National Park nake this anost visit areafar towrists
year-round but there is sonething for everyone here.  If your idea of paradise is vaking dowm a deserted, nisty beach
acconpani ed onl'y by the sounds of nature then wel cone to the beaches of Hr nesa, Esterillos, Bguco ad Pdo Sco. Ohthe
ohe hadif dl the luury and excitenent of a Vérld Gass Resart is your cup of tea, then the Mrridt-Los Suefios Resart
and Mrinawth its 5 star acconmodati ons, | uxury condomini uns and resi dences and an outstanding gol f course, shared only
wth an occasional nonkey or two, anaits your enoynent. Looking for songthing in between, no prablem this area offers a
wde variety of lodging, entertai nnent, shops, restaurants and tours and a newy conpl eted Vrld class agrid tramin Jaco !
In between Jaco and Quepos (about 47 niles) you wll pass the towmn of Parita wvhich aong wth the surroundi ng beaches is
still relatively und scovered by foreign towrists ad offers miles and nil es of undi sturbed beaches and vetlands.  As you drive
pest you Wl see niles and ml es of African Pd mp antations neatly ar ranged rowaf ter rowand only separated by the occasi ond
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